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Visit & Workshop 
Gehl & Vantaa

Birgitte Svarre

Malin Nilsson 
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• Commercial activities
The shopping centre vs ground floors

• Functions - workplaces and ”life generators”
- Getting the right mix -  a city needs to be
more than a housing area. How to connect to the
existing ”city life generators”.

• Edge zones - how do buildings meet the space?

• Movement in tunnels/safety - the pathway to/
from the station

• Traffic & parking, A clear policy not yet defined.

• Preserving nature while building a city centre

• Long time of building sites - living with building
sites nearby

• Communcicating the plans.

• Clarifying the roles of the different public spaces

The big challenges (that are also potentials)
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• Commercial activities
The shopping centre vs ground floors
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-Integrated with the city centre
- A certain % of shopping needs to be ”street

shops”
- Close collaboration with the city

https://www.visitnorway.com/listings/asker-shopping-
area/175890/
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Functions - workplaces and ”life generators” - 
Getting the right mix -  
a city needs to be more than a housing area. 
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Edge zones - how do buildings meet the space?
How can the buidling edges better support life in a 
public space?
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Edge zones & public furniture - how can they be 
more inviting and better support use of the public 
space?
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Access to - the pathway to/from 
the station

art is a start! But how can we further improve 
the experience - or avoid 
puttting pedestrians and cyclists 
underground?
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Traffic & parking, A clear policy not yet defined.
What is needed where? 



G
eh

l A
rc

hi
te

ct
s 

 2
01

5

Preserving nature while building a city centre. 
-How to make the most of what is there, connect
to it, show it?
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Long time of building sites - living with building sites 
nearby
- how to make the best out of the construction period?

People (and birds) are settling in...
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Long time of building sites - living with building sites 
nearby
- how to make the best out of the construction period?
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Vejle 

- city model for discussions and visualisations

”Drömstad” Skellefteå
- A place for workshops
- Visualise what has been done
and what is going on
-empty shop is used
- Using lego for modelling

https://alexandra.dk/dk/aktuelt/nyheder/2016/interaktiv-bymodel-
spoler-frem-tilbage-i-vejles-udvikling
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A need to clarify roles of public 
space
- who is where, and what is the
purpose of the different public
spaces and streets?
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•	STRONG GOALS

•	NATURE

•	WALKABLE AND BIKEABLE

•	A REAL CITY

•	A ROOTED CITY - BACK UP FOR ENGAGEMENT

•	ART - AN ARTISTIC CITY OR A CITY WITH ART?

•	PARTNERSHIPS - WORKING ACROSS

The big potentials
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STRONG GOALS
It is about 

qualities and 
values 
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Copenhagen
A strong vision 
+ measurable

goals
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Without the public life studies from the School of Architecture, 
we politicians wouldn’t have had the courage to  implement the 
many projects to increase the attractiveness of the city”
Bente Frost, Mayor for Building and Construction, Copenhagen 
1994-1997.
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Bo01
A strong vision 

quality + 
diversity
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NATURE
The blessing of 
flying squirrels
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Tåsinge Square
Adding value 

to climate 
solutions 
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WALKABLE + 
BIKEABLE
- and well 
connected
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Copenhagen- 
a fine grain 

network

Copenhagen- 
a fine grain 

network
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Copenhagen
Fixing missing 
links and make 

you feel like 
the king of the 

world
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Copenhagen 
- bringing the 

bike on the 
S-train
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Paris
 - showcasing 
walking and 

biking
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A REAL CITY
- not only on 
paper public 

spaces + 
transport
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A REAL CITY
- not only on 

paper - use the 
functions
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Aspern 
Seestadt

- orchestrating 
public spaces
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Copenhagen 
courtyards - 

emphasize the 
semi-private

greening
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Gehl approach
- First Life, then 

space, tehn 
buildings
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GladsaxeLife
- Everyday life 
as a potential
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GladsaxeLife
- Making life 

visible
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Odense
- Functions 

spilling out - 
life generators, 

synergy 
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A ROOTED CITY
- people are 

actually coming
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Copenhagen
partnership tree
- plant + take 
responsibility
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ART
An artistic city 
or a city with 

art?
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Holstebro
The two 

legged culture 
policy (prof + 
community)
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PARTNERSHIPS
Already working 

across
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WHO
Working even 
more across
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Drive Now
New 

partnerships


